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 WA S H I N G T O N  C O U N T Y

 Wildlife Society
1305 E. Blue Bell Rd., Brenham, Texas  77833
Telephone 979-277-6212    Fax 979-277-6223     www.wcwildlife.org

The Greatest Conservation Story You’ve Never Heard
Federal program has played an essential role in wildlife restoration for 75 years.
By Tom Harvey for Texas Parks & Wildlife Magazine, October 2012

Imagine a nationwide coalition saying, “Please tax us — we want to pay federal taxes.” Such a thing seems inconceivable today, 
but that’s essentially what happened 75 years ago when hunters and anglers called for what became the Wildlife and Sport Fish 
Restoration (WSFR) programs.

They were motivated by dire peril. By the late 1800s, America was on a runaway train barreling toward a natural resource disaster — 
and most people didn’t even know it. While we were busy creating the richest and most powerful nation in the world, we were also 
laying waste to its natural abundance.

Vast herds of 60 million bison and 40 million pronghorn antelope pounding across the American plains had vanished. An estimated 
60 million beaver had been reduced to 100,000. Hundreds of millions of passenger pigeons, so dense in numbers it took hours for 
them to pass overhead, had disappeared. Waterfowl populations had plummeted. Swamps had been drained, prime habitat 
converted to agriculture, and market hunting continued unabated. Women wore hats festooned with feathers of 40 varieties of native 
birds, and would eventually wear the entire bodies of birds on their heads. We were plucking America bare.

The story was similar in Texas, where deer, turkey and other game animals had declined to near extirpation by the turn of the 
century. For example, in 1911, the greater prairie-chicken of the Blackland Prairie was last observed. Desert bighorn sheep were 
disappearing from western mountaintops.

Yet by the early 1900s, a handful of conservation-minded free-
thinkers emerged with the political will to save America’s natural 
treasures. They were, by and large, America’s hunters and anglers. 
In the first half of the 20th century, most of the responsibility for 
natural resource conservation fell on their shoulders. That’s 
because state hunting and fishing license revenue provided the 
one stable funding source to protect, restore and manage fish and 
wildlife resources.

But it was not enough. Underfunded, understaffed and prone to 
political interference, fledgling wildlife agencies in Texas and other 
states more often than not confronted frustration and failure instead 
of success. The science of fish and wildlife management did not 
exist, and funds to better understand the principles of fish and 
wildlife restoration were nonexistent. Little money was available to 
acquire land, pursue restoration work or enforce game laws.

A historic change for the better began 75 years ago, when 
Congress passed the Pittman-Robertson Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act in 1937. The law levies an 11 percent excise tax on 
rifles, shotguns, ammunition and archery equipment and a 10 percent tax on handguns. The tax is paid by manufacturers, not by 
customers at checkout counters, so most people don’t know about it. Since its passage, Texas has received more than $300 million 
for wildlife research and conservation, creation of wildlife management areas, hunter education, shooting range development and 
related work.

Deer are released at Gus Engeling Wildlife Management Area in the 
1950s

Continued on Page 3
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Brian Burke, Society President,  (979), 836-5258,  
gaelbrian@hotmail.com

Robert Lehmann, Society Vice Pres., (979) 251-4340, 
rlehmanndeer@yahoo.com

Richard Thames, Society Treasurer, (979) 278-3053, 
rbthames@industryinet.com 

Gael Burke, Society Secretary, (979) 836-5258, 
gullywiatt@gmail.com

WMA DIRECTORS for 2012:
Greenvine WMA 
Gene Bishop, Director, (512) 771-3322, gbishop@austin.rr.com 
Vice-Director - OPEN
Sun Oil Field WMA 
John Lammers, Interim Director, disctree@suddenlink.net
Vice-Director - OPEN
Rocky Creek WMA 
John Anderson, Director, (979) 289-0041, sjanders@airmail.net 
Mary Mann, Vice-Director, (713) 288-2081, 

mary-mann@sbcglobal.com
Post Oak WMA 
Devin Holum, Director, (281) 807-0679, bismark98@yahoo.com
Vice-Director - OPEN
Sandtown WMA 
Doodle Johnston, Director, (979) 278-3855, cj_cattle@yahoo.com
Richard Thames, Vice-Director, (979) 278-3053, 

rbthames@industryinet.com
Mt. Vernon WMA 
Rob Johnston, Director, (832) 368-8076, robj709@gmail.com
Vice-Director - Ken & Lisa Fletcher, 512-627-8720, 

mountvernonwma@yahoo.com
New Years Creek WMA 
George Bishop, Director, 713-305-5510, 

george_bishop@sbcglobal.net
Vice-Director - OPEN

RESOURCE CONTACTS:
Larry Pierce, Texas AgriLife Extension Agent-Agriculture/Natural 

Resources, (979) 277-6212, lw-pierce@tamu.edu 
Stephanie M. Damron, TPWD Natural Resource Specialist II, 

Washington & Waller Counties, (979) 277-6297, 
stephanie.damron@tpwd.state.tx.us 

Ben Garcia, NRCS District Conservationist, (979) 830-7123 ext. 3, 
ben.garcia@tx.usda.gov 

Debbie Wellmann, Washington Co. Appraisal District, (979) 
277-3740, debbiew@brenhamisd.net

Gael Burke, WCWS Office Secretary 
(979) 836-5258, gullywiatt@gmail.com

Ann Thames, WCWS Newsletter, 
(979) 203-3455, newsletter@wcwildlife.org 

Jon Wellmann, Youth Liaison, (936) 419-3910, 
jonwellmann@live.com

Eddie Hines, WC Game Warden, 
(979) 412-3140, eddie.hines@tpwd.state.tx.us

Operation Game Thief, (800) 792-4263

OFFICERS for 2012:

WCWS Contact Info:

I hope you made it to our 
Summer Meeting on August 24th. 
Nearly 300 attended and 1,318 
raffle tickets were sold. Income 
from the raffle will help fund our 
activities, and those who helped by  
preparing the room, donating 
prizes, soliciting donations, selling 
tickets, buying tickets, cleaning up, 
checking member records and helping with every other task that night 
are much appreciated. 

Many members tell us that they enjoy our newsletters, which are so ably  
prepared by Ann and Richard Thames. One thing I failed to mention at 
the summer meeting is that you have the option of receiving them by 
email if you would prefer that instead of USPS mail. If you want to 
change from printed and mailed newsletter delivery, then please call or 
email Gael and we will make that change.

Again I urge members of the following wildlife management associations 
to volunteer and fill vacant positions; Sun Oil Field needs Director and 
Vice-Director, Post Oak needs Vice-Director, Mount Vernon needs Vice-
Director, Greenvine needs Director and Vice-Director, Rocky Creek 
needs Vice-Director, and I bet Doodle and Richard would welcome a 
new Vice-Director at Sandtown. When these positions are vacant, local 
association activities decrease.

We hope you are well and always appreciate your support. Please 
contact us anytime and for any reason.  God bless.

Brian Burke (979-836-5258, gaelbrian@hotmail.com) and
Gael Burke (gullywiatt@gmail.com).

Brian Burke,
Society President

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS

ADDRESS CHANGES: For address changes, or to be added or 
removed from our mailing list, please contact Gael Burke, (979) 
836-5258, gullywiatt@gmail.com.  

In August, Sun Oil member Mike Novosad 
reported seeing a bird never before seen on his 
land off Quebe Road.  With the help of Brian 
Burke, Stephanie Damron and Brent Orgego, TPWD Biologist in 
Victoria, it was determined to be an Upland Sandpiper.  A shorebird of 
grasslands, not shores, the Upland Sandpiper inhabits native prairie and 
other open grassy areas in North America. Once abundant in the Great 
Plains, it has undergone steady population declines since the mid-19th 
century, because of hunting and loss of habitat.

Sightings...
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Key language in the law includes “a prohibition against the 
diversion of license fees paid by hunters for any other purpose 
than the administration of said State fish and game 
department.” With those words, the science of fish and wildlife 
management was taken out of the political arena. If states 
wanted federal money to help restore wildlife, they had to 
guarantee their wildlife agency’s right to use every dime of 
hunting and fishing license revenue to support the work.

In 1950, Congress passed the Dingell-Johnson Federal Aid in 
Sport Fish Restoration Act, mandating a similar excise tax on 
fishing rods and related equipment. This has funneled nearly 
$350 million to Texas for fisheries research and conservation, 
creation of fish hatcheries, boater and angler education, boat 
ramp and marina construction and more.

In 1984, Congress passed the Wallop-Breaux amendment, 
providing another funding stream from a portion of federal 
gasoline taxes attributed to small engines, including outboard 
motors. Since the late 1980s, Texas has received $36 million to 
build 147 water access projects, including dozens of boat ramps 
across the state, and several marina projects. So, through fuel 
taxes, boaters also pay into the system, and the upshot is a big 
increase in public access to the outdoors.

These historic laws were hard-won victories. It took years of 
pushing by conservation groups, and many failed attempts, 
before they finally passed. Federal excise taxes, along with state 
hunting and fishing license revenue, are the key to the North 
American model of wildlife conservation, in which wildlife are 
owned by the people, and a “user-pay, public-benefit” system 
taxes those who use the resources most and are willing to pay to 
manage them for the common good.

To study the 75-year legacy of WSFR funding in Texas is to track 
the state’s history of fisheries and wildlife conservation. Pick any 
high point, any great achievement, and this money is behind it. It 
would take a book to cover all it has made possible in Texas over 
75 years, but here are some highlights.

In 1945, Texas used WSFR funds to buy 5,335 acres for the 
state’s first wildlife management area. Sierra Diablo WMA in far 
West Texas today encompasses more than 11,000 acres and is 
a stronghold for desert bighorn sheep in Texas. This native 
species had vanished from the state by 1960, but is coming back 
across West Texas thanks to restoration work that began at 
Sierra Diablo WMA and continues today.

More wildlife management areas followed, all made possible by 
WSFR funds. In 1948, Black Gap, in the Big Bend region, 
became the state’s second WMA. Gene Howe and Kerr WMAs 
followed in 1950. J.D. Murphree WMA near Port Arthur also was 

created in 1950. Derden WMA near Palestine was renamed in 
1952 for Gus A. Engeling, the first biologist assigned to the area, 
who was shot and killed by a poacher there in 1951. Matador in 
the Panhandle started in 1959, and Chaparral WMA was born in 
South Texas in 1969.

Today there are 49 Texas wildlife management areas covering 
769,242 acres, almost all operated with WSFR federal funds. 
Each represents unique characteristics of the various ecological 
regions in the state. The WMAs serve as research and 
demonstration areas showcasing best management practices to 
thousands of ranchers and other landowners, and they also offer 
public hunting, fishing, camping, birding and the like.

After the devastating 1950s drought, a boom of reservoir 
development in the 1960s splashed new lakes with big surface 
acreage across the state. Fisheries managers saw a chance to 
provide quality fishing opportunities in new warm-water habitats. 
The Sport Fish Restoration program was instrumental in turning 
the Texas reservoir system into a freshwater fishing mecca and 
economic powerhouse.

WSFR funds have paid for biologists and resources needed to 
create and develop freshwater fisheries through innovative 
fishing regulations, fish stockings and fish habitat improvements. 
Today, these resources provide opportunities for more than 1.85 
million anglers who spend 27 million days fishing in Texas each 
year. Freshwater anglers generate $2.38 billion in annual retail 
sales and support more than 33,000 jobs across the state.

Throughout the 1980s, virtually all the Sport Fish Restoration 
funds for Texas were used to construct new fish hatcheries and 
renovate dilapidated older ones. Tens of millions of dollars 
flowed to renovate the Dundee, Possum Kingdom, A.E. Wood 
and CCA Marine Development Center hatcheries. In the 1990s, 
Sea Center Texas and the Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center 
came on line. 

A Texas Game and Fish truck makes the rounds

The Greatest Conservation Story cont. from Page 1

Continued on Page 7
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Planning and Installing Small Prairie Areas
Prepared by Morris J. Houck, USDA-NRCS, Director of the Plant Materials Center, Knox City, TX

Many times we find small odd areas that are not suited for 
intense management such as farming or hay production or we 
have small out areas that are not providing any benefit to the 
surrounding landscape. A solution to finding an environmentally 
friendly use for these areas would be to establish them into a 
small scale native prairie.  These areas usually less than .5 acres 
in size can be established into a native prairie with little effort. 
These small prairie areas would 
provide an island habitat for many 
native plants and animals. Many of 
your local wildlife species would 
utilize the areas for food and escape 
cover from more open areas. If you 
follow the basic steps outlined below 
and with a little patience you can 
have yourself a small piece of the 
prairie.

I. Preparing the Seedbed
A clean weed free seedbed will be 
your best asset when installing a 
small prairie area. For best results a 
clean seedbed should be prepared at 
least a year before the scheduled 
seeding. Till-up the soil making sure 
you have eliminated as many weeds 
as possible. Many weeds and unwanted grasses will continue to 
germinate over time and this could warrant repeated tilling. 
Contact herbicides may be used to kill unwanted grasses and 
weeds before and after tilling. Accomplishing this well in advance 
of planting will allow the site to settle and accumulate moisture. 
Be aware of any possible erosion problems from wind or water 
while your site is free of vegetative cover.

II. Seeding
Two seeding windows exist for most prairie plantings.

1.  Late Winter or Early Spring Plantings - January through March 
2.  Fall Plantings - September through October
Many plants benefit from being planted in the fall. Certain plants, 
mainly wildflowers, will germinate in the fall and remain as a 
small rosette during the winter. These plants are usually 
developing an extensive root system throughout the winter to 
support their flowers in the spring.  When planting warm-season 
grasses like big bluestem, little bluestem, indiangrass, 
switchgrass, side-oats, and buffalograss, a late winter to early 
spring planting works best. 

Continued on page 6

There are local and regional variations in appropriate plantings. 
Check with your local Texas Parks and Wildlife resource 
specialist or a local office of the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service for a list of the most appropriate native grasses and 
forbs to plant for your area. For example, in Hunt County, the 
primary component of Blackland Prairie is Eastern gamagrass, 
then either switchgrass or big bluestem, or little bluestem, 

depending on the slope and 
aspect.

Whenever you purchase seeds, 
always purchase according to 
the amount of pure live seed 
(PLS) per pound. The higher 
the PLS the better your 
chances are to get more viable 
seed into the ground. Be aware 
that many native forbs/wild-
flower species are not sold 
according to PLS. Native grass 
seeds nearly always can be 
purchased according to PLS.

To efficiently handle small 
amounts of seed, mix the seed 
with moist sand. Most prairie 
seeds are either very small or 

light and fluffy. Mixing them with moist sand will increase the bulk 
of the material and aid in applying the seed. Do no attempt to 
spread your seed without mixing with moist sand or you will 
waste much of it and not get good coverage.

Prior to actual planting, roll or pack your seedbed, making sure 
that soil is firm and not fluffy. The seed/sand mixture can then be 
broadcast over the entire area making sure uniform coverage is 
obtained. Lightly rake in the seed and again roll or compact the 
seedbed. This procedure will ensure good seed to soil contact.

Plantings may be lightly irrigated if water is available.  Avoid 
watering late fall plantings.  This may initiate plant growth too 
close to approaching freezing temperatures.

III.  Maintenance
During the first and following growing seasons, controlling the 
annual wildflowers will be your biggest challenge. They will 
overgrow your seedlings, taking moisture from them and 
creating too deep a shade. Mowing, hand pulling, and herbicides 
are the available and most common methods of removing them.

Hall Property, New Years Creek WMA
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Registration 
Name(s): Show each name as you want it to appear on your name tag. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mail address:_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail:__________________________________ Phone:__________________________________ 
 

Method of Payment: □ Cash payable at Washington Co. AgriLife office or at the event 

□ Check payable to WCWS: 1305 East Blue Bell Rd., Ste. 104, Brenham TX, 77833 

□ Before October 1: $25 □ After October 1:$35 
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The Lone Star Water Forum,
a group of volunteers that has been bringing 
outstanding speakers and exhibitors to the 
Washington County area since 2009, will 
present “The Science and Politics of Water” on 
Saturday, October 13, from 8:30 am to 4:00 
pm.  The event will be at the Washington 
County Fairgrounds Events Center at 1305 
East Blue Bell Rd., Brenham, TX  77833.
The Texas State Climatologist, John Nielsen-
Gammon, PhD.; Brazos River Authority’s Brad 
Brunett and Texas Water Development Board’s 
Larry French will present the “Science” part of 
the program.  The “Politics” of the event will 
include Texas State Senator Craig Estes, Co-
Chair of the Senate Natural Resources Com-
mittee; Milam County Judge Dave Barkemeyer  
who will add the counties’ perspective; and 
Save Our Springs, Executive Director Bill 
Bunch, will speak for citizens and wildlife.
The Forum has joint sponsorship and support 
of Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, 
Washington County Wildlife Society, Texas 
Wildlife Association, Texas Parks and Wildlife, 
City of Brenham, Gideon Lincecum Master 
Naturalists, Bluebonnet Master Gardeners, 
Capital Farm Credit, Discount Trees of 
Brenham, Frontier Land and Wildlife 
Management, Sutherlands, Lube-Rite, Bank of 
Brenham, LCRA, and the Big Read of 
Washington County among others.
Registration is by mail to Lone Star Water 
Forum, c/o WCWS, 1305 East Blue Bell Rd., 
Suite 104, Brenham, TX 77833 or online at 
http://www.wcwildlife.org/resources/lonestar-
water-forum/.  For information call 
979-277-6212.

Saturday, October 13, 2012 
Program 

  8:30 am-9:00 am Registration 
  9:00 am-9:15 am Welcome and Opening Remarks 
 Mayor Milton Tate  
 State Representative Lois Kolkhorst 
  9:15 am-10:15 am Climatology 
 What’s Nature Got to Do with It? 
 John Nielsen-Gammon, Ph.D., Texas State Climatologist 
10:15 am-10:30 am Break 
10:30 am-11:30 am Surface Water 
 Present and Future Supply 
 Brad Brunett, Brazos River Authority 
11:30 am-12:30 pm Ground Water 
 Regulation vs. Ownership —Pandora’s Box? 
 Larry French, Texas Water Development Board 
12:30 pm-1:30 pm Lunch and Visit Outdoor Exhibitors 
  1:30 pm-3:00 pm Politics of Water Panel Discussion 
 State Perspective 
  State Senator Craig Estes 
  Vice Chair, Texas State Natural Resources Committee
 Local Perspective 
  Judge Dave Barkemeyer 
  County Judge of Milam County 
 Citizen Perspective 
  Bill Bunch, Environmentalist 
  Executive Director, Save Our Springs Alliance 
  3:00 pm-3:30 pm Drawing for Door Prizes 
 You must be present to win! 

4th Annual 
Event 

of 

Water 

and 

Proceeds of this year’s conference will be dedicated 
to regional outdoor classroom programs.  

http://www.wcwildlife.org/resources/lonestar-water-forum/
http://www.wcwildlife.org/resources/lonestar-water-forum/
http://www.wcwildlife.org/resources/lonestar-water-forum/
http://www.wcwildlife.org/resources/lonestar-water-forum/
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Small Prairie Areas (cont. from page 4)

Mowing at a height of 6 to 8 inches will assist 
with the control of most weeds. Mowing is quick 
and easily accomplished with little effort. On the 
down side mowing in the spring is detrimental to 
seed production of many blooming plants. 
Mowing is however beneficial late in the season 
to assist with clean-up and seed dispersal.

Hand pulling is easy and selective weed control 
can be accomplished. Depending on the size of 
the area, hand pulling may not be an efficient 
choice, however, small numbers of isolated 
weeds can easily be controlled this way.

The last method of weed control involves the use of herbicides. 
Many are available, but most are selective in nature, meaning 
some will control grasses, leaving the forbs, and some will 
control forbs, leaving the grasses. A prairie is a diversified 
mixture of grasses, forbs and legumes. Herbicides may be 
used efficiently for spot treatment but over-spraying the entire 
planting would destroy the heterosity of a prairie.

Whenever our prairie is well 
established (3 years plus), one 
method that should be used for 
renovation and weed control is 
burning. Many prairie plants will 
react favorably to periodic burns. 
You may also observe that the 
seed of many prairie plants favor 
burning as a means of 
stratification. Be conservative 
with your fire.  Rotate your burn 
around to give animals a place 
to escape and a place for food 
and shelter.  Burn only 1/3 or 1/2 

when you burn and don’t burn every year. Most burns should 
take place in February and March.

If you follow these basic rules you can establish a prairie, small 
or large, that will give you and local wildlife many years of 
enjoyment.

There is much interest in the Washington County deer 
population, so samples are counted by multiple methods 
each year. As private landowners, Gael and I count deer 
at our place by two methods, Incidental Deer 
Observations and stationary Stand Counts. We focus on 
population and apparent condition of those we see.

Each year Texas Parks and Wildlife Department makes 
various types of mobile census counts around the state. 
Here in Washington County they are conducted along public roads after dark from late July until early October. The census team 
includes, at minimum, a driver and spotters using powerful lights. Routes range from eight miles long to fifteen miles, and the same 
routes are repeated each year. All sightings are recorded so TPWD can form ideas about the deer herd, both locally and statewide. 

This year WCWS made all thirteen of the spotlight census counts in Washington County. The results are listed below. Sightings are 
recorded as Buck, Doe, Fawn or Unidentified, but here I list only total deer spotted.

• Greenvine, 46 deer during two counts.
• Mount Vernon, 40 deer during two counts. Thanks to spotter Rob Johnston.
• New Years Creek, 44 deer during two counts. Thanks to spotters Patrick B. Falcon and Gene Bishop.
• Post Oak, 87 deer during two counts. Thanks to spotters Bill Deaton, Judy Deaton, Henry Kettler, and Clinton Kettler.
• Rocky Creek, 73 deer during two counts. Thanks to spotters Gene Bishop, Jacquy Pearson and Leiah Veronesi.
• Sandtown, 12 deer during one count. Thanks to spotter Gene Bishop.
• Sun Oil Field, 58 deer during two counts. Thanks to spotters Ross and Karlene Martella. 

Gael and I really enjoyed our involvement with this project. We saw lots of animals during some beautiful nights and had fun with 
friends along the way. No animals were harmed in making these counts.

2012 Deer Spotlight Census
By Brian Burke, Society President
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These unique facilities blend research and production with 
public aquariums and youth fishing ponds. Today, the hatchery  
stocking program is integrated into the state’s overall fisheries 
management program.

The “Redfish Wars” era in Texas showcases the value of 
WSFR to address big problems. After commercial fishing sent 
red drum stocks to alarming lows, House Bill 1000 (the state 
“Redfish Bill”) in 1981 designated red drum and spotted 
seatrout as game fish and prohibited their sale. It fell to state 
hatcheries, built with WSFR dollars, to bring back these 
severely depleted stocks. From 1983 to 2011, hatcheries 
released 624 million red drum and 65 million spotted seatrout 
fingerlings. These huge production numbers, combined with 
science-based bag limits and other regulations, have brought 
both fish back to record abundance today.

What about encouraging safe, legal and ethical hunting, 
boating and fishing? Without WSFR, there would be no Texas 
hunter, boater and angler education programs. More than 
50,000 people were introduced to fishing in 2011 thanks to 
Texas angler education. Since 1972, nearly 1 million youth and 
adults have been trained in hunter education, dropping the 
number of Texas hunting accidents and fatalities to an all-time 
low in 2011, to about one accident per 24,000 license holders.

Clearly, WSFR means more than healthy lands and waters, or 
abundant fish and wildlife. It means a higher quality of life for 
people, and in some cases it means lives saved. One 
conservation leader who helped create WSFR put it this way:

“I feel that the high tension at which the average man has 
been living is wrecking entirely too many nervous systems. 
Hunting and fishing is the best nerve tonic I know, and I 
believe that a greater opportunity for the average citizen to 
engage in this type of outdoor recreation would greatly 
promote both the health and happiness of our people.”

A. Willis Robertson wrote those words in 1932. They still ring 
true in 2012.

So, if you buy hunting or 
fishing equipment, stand tall 
and proud knowing what 75 
years of Wildlife and Sport 
Fish Restoration funding has 
done for fish and wildlife 
conservation across America. 
As the national 75th 
anniversary commemoration 
effort declares: “It’s your 
nature.”

The Greatest Conservation Story (cont. from Page 3)

Upcoming Events

ROCKY CREEK WMA FALL MEETING - Friday, October 19, 2012
Rocky Creek VFD on Longpoint Road.  Social @ 6:30 PM.  The meal 
will be “pot luck” with drinks furnished by the WMA. Please bring 
enough food for you and a couple of friends.  There will be a short 
business meeting to elect a Director and Vice Director.  Program by 
Don Steinbach on Deer Breeding in Texas and Margaret Lamar of 
Lake Somerville Partnership on educational programs in Washing-
ton, Burleson and Lee Counties.  If you have any questions please 
call John Anderson @ (979)289-0041 or sjanders@airmail.net.

SANDTOWN WMA FALL MEETING - Friday, October 19, 2012
Burton Vol. Fire Dept. on FM 1697 north of Burton. Social @ 6:00 
PM. Meal and beverage will be provided by the WMA. Please bring a 
dessert to share. There will be a short business meeting to elect 
Director and Vice Director.  Bruce Chandler of the Texas Animal 
Health Commission will speak about hog diseases. There will be 
discussion about rules & regulations for hunting and trapping hogs.  
Call Doodle Johnston with questions at 979-542-8262. Please call 
979-277-6212 and indicate whether or not you plan to attend.

Our annual YOUTH HUNTER SAFETY Event for Washington 
County has been scheduled for October 24th at Nails Creek State 
Park.  We are looking for volunteers to help man stations including 
archery, .22 pistol, .22 rifle, muzzleloader, .243 rifle, and a hunter 
safety trail.  We will also need help cooking lunch for the kids.  If you 
are interested in volunteering please notify Stephanie Damron at 
979-277-6297 or Stephanie.Damron@tpwd.state.tx.us.

mailto:sjanders@airmail.net
mailto:sjanders@airmail.net
mailto:Stephanie.Damron@tpwd.state.tx.us
mailto:Stephanie.Damron@tpwd.state.tx.us
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Dung Beetles
Healthy soil is an extremely complex civilization of living organisms. 
We humans often ignore using soil organisms as a tool, because they are so 
small, so easily out of sight and out of mind. Yet, healthy soil is the corner stone of 
diversity and health for both plants and animals. Earthworms first appeared where 
dung beetles were most active. 

On pasture and rangeland grazed by livestock, the dung beetle is a soil organism 
that is visible to humans, beneficial to soil health and easily monitored. They are 
valuable as a soil restoration tool to increase organic matter, aerate, remove non-
point source pollution, increase water infiltration, and help control pest insects. 
They work for free and love their work. The only consideration needed is to not 
use insecticides/parasiticides that poison them.

In warm regions, beetles might be active year-round.  There are more than 90 species of dung beetles in North America.  Some are 
more active during warm seasons; other are more active during cool seasons.  This means you might not have the same beetles 
working on manure in March and April as are active in July and August.  Some are native; others have been imported.  The native 
beetles are often a little smaller and tend to be more active in cool weather.  Some of the more efficient ones were imported from 
Africa by the USDA.  One of the imported species is the size of your little fingernail and will consume or bury more than 15 pounds of 
manure in its lifetime.

Some species of beetles bury the manure, taking their eggs to different locations encased in little brood balls that serve as protection 
and nutrients for the larvae when they hatch.  The tunnelers (beetles that bury brood balls) are actually the most beneficial.  Their 
activity helps water percolate into the soil, enhances root penetration by pasture plants, and reduces contamination of water sources.

Washington County Wildlife Society 
1305 E. Blue Bell Rd., Brenham, Texas 77833 
Telephone 979-277-6212  Fax 979-277-6223 
www.wcwildlife.org

http://www.wcwildlife.org
http://www.wcwildlife.org

