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 WA S H I N G T O N  C O U N T Y

 Wildlife Society
1305 E. Blue Bell Rd., Brenham, Texas  77833
Telephone 979-277-6212    Fax 979-277-6223     www.wcwildlife.org

Washington County Wildlife Society 
Annual Winter Meeting

January 22, 2016
Washington County Fair Grounds Events Center

(1305 East Blue Bell Road in Brenham)

Social begins at 6:00 pm with a short business meeting for
election of officers for 2016

 A stew dinner will follow at 6:45 pm

Free Will Donation Dinner

Justin Dreibelbis - TPWD, Program Director of Private Lands & Public Hunting
will discuss private land issues and agricultural tax appraisal

based on wildlife management

Please RSVP to the Texas AgriLife Extension Office by January 19th

(979) 277-6212 or www.wcwildlife.org
 

Join us and bring a neighbor or a friend

A dessert table will be available if you would like to share your favorite dessert

Online RSVP at www.wcwildlife.org

Justin serves as the Private Lands and Public Hunting Program Director for Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department where he is responsible for supporting TPWD biologists 
in every county of the state in their technical guidance activities on private lands as 
well as administering the Public Hunting Program on over 1.3 million acres statewide. 

Justin is an avid hunter and angler who fell in love with the outdoors at an early age 
hunting the brush country of south Texas with his family. Before joining TPWD, Justin 
spent seven years with the Texas Wildlife Association where he served in various roles 
including Conservation Program Coordinator and Director of Hunting Heritage.  He is a 
Certified Wildlife Biologist with a bachelors and masters degree from Texas A&M 
University. 

He and his wife Rachael live in Austin, TX with their daughter June.

http://www.wcwildlife.org
http://www.wcwildlife.org
http://washingtoncountywildlifesociety32.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=zZVigKc0hPrWPlQXD61tntminsm%2b%2bXc2jn5413L%2bZ3GO2cV7ZjoZC1nCUc2jpj3S0J0bWby9i2GlqzCRw9pv0aM4Vm6xzNIJ3izU5yYkrdg%3d
http://washingtoncountywildlifesociety32.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=zZVigKc0hPrWPlQXD61tntminsm%2b%2bXc2jn5413L%2bZ3GO2cV7ZjoZC1nCUc2jpj3S0J0bWby9i2GlqzCRw9pv0aM4Vm6xzNIJ3izU5yYkrdg%3d
http://www.wcwildlife.org
http://www.wcwildlife.org
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Dr. Bill Eikenhorst, President, (979) 830-3814, 
vetdocbill@hotmail.com

Dave Redden, Vice President, (979) 218-0493, 
dredden00@gmail.com

John Knapp, Treasurer, (979) 289-5533, jknapp@pachouston.com
Brick Peele, Secretary, (979) 278-3778, brickpeele@aol.com

WMA DIRECTORS for 2015:
Greenvine WMA 
Adam Seilheimer, Director, (979) 830-3960, 

texastrophyscapes@yahoo.com 
Chip & Kathy Ingram, Vice-Directors, (281) 870-0154
Sun Oil Field WMA 
Boo Christensen, Director, (979) 277-8426, boo@realtorboo.com
Joseph Ordner, Vice-Director, (979) 421-2334, 

chesterdogmine@yahoo.com
Rocky Creek WMA 
John Knapp, Director, (979) 289-5533, jknapp@pachouston.com
William Amelang, Vice-Director, (979) 337-4283, 

disctree@yahoo.com
Post Oak WMA 
Jon Wellmann, Director, (936) 419-3910, jonwellmann@live.com
Russell Borgstedte, Vice-Director, (936) 878-9933, 

maryborgstedte@centurylink.com
Sandtown WMA 
Brick Peele, Director, (979) 278-3778, brickpeele@aol.com
Tom Drummond, Vice-Director, (979) 278-3811, thomrd@aol.com
Mt. Vernon WMA 
Director - OPEN
Vice-Director - OPEN
New Years Creek WMA 
Terry Atmar, Director, (281) 303-6023, terry.atmar@yahoo.com
George Bishop, Vice-Director, 713-305-5510, 

george.bishop@sbcglobal.net

RESOURCE CONTACTS: 
Stephanie M. Damron, TPWD Natural Resource Specialist III, 

Washington & Waller Counties, (979) 277-6297, 
stephanie.damron@tpwd.texas.gov 

Kara J. Matheney, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service Agent - 
Agriculture/Natural Resources, (979) 277-6212, 
kjmatheney@ag.tamu.edu

Ben Garcia, NRCS District Conservationist, (979) 830-7123 ext. 3, 
ben.garcia@tx.usda.gov 

Rachel Mowbray, Washington County Appraisal District/Collections,
(979) 277-3740, rmowbray@brenhamk-12.net

Richard Thames, WCWS Membership Committee, (979) 278-3053, 
rbthames@industryinet.com 

Gene Bishop, Web Administrator, g_bishop@austin.rr.com
Eddie Hines, WC Game Warden, 

(979) 412-3140, eddie.hines@tpwd.state.tx.us
Ann Thames, WCWS Newsletter, 

(979) 203-3455, newsletter@wcwildlife.org 

OFFICERS for 2015:

WCWS Contact Info: PRESIDENT’S REMARKS
 
ell-managed change is the 

birthplace of opportunity. Poorly 
managed change may be the last resting 
place of opportunity. Washington County 
Wildlife Society was formed years ago to 
address changes that affected our 
wildlife and our community. Through 
years of wise changes our Society and 
mission have grown into what we know 
and support today.
Thank you to all the current and past members, donors, supporters and 
volunteer leaders of Washington County Wildlife Society. The past 
several years serving as Vice President and President of WCWS have 
been an honor. I am humbled to be a small part of this group. I am 
certain the new officer team will continue the strong heritage of 
leadership and I look forward to actively supporting them.
WCWS membership base and mission impacts are growing actively and 
we hope to continue that trend. We have been able to install and activate 
a new web site that streamlines renewals and provides better service to 
our membership. We have had a series of well attended Society 
meetings and look forward to our next meeting on Friday Jan 22 when 
Justin Dreibelbis will address us as the new TPWD Private Lands 
Program Leader.
The good works of WCWS include growing support for youth wildlife 
oriented education programs, college scholarships for deserving youth 
and wildlife based education for our members and other participants. Our 
WMAs around the county are gaining strength through the additions of 
strong new leaders and programming. See this newsletter for the names 
and contact info of your WMA leaders.
Thanks to the long list of members and businesses that donated to our 
recent fundraiser. Our financial condition going into 2016 is the strongest 
it has been in recent times. The goal of the officer team and Board of 
Directors is to use these funds wisely to enhance the mission and service 
of WCWS to our members and the community. 
In 2015 the Board and Officer team conducted an operational needs 
assessment for WCWS. As a result, we have recently engaged the 
support of a local accounting firm to help our treasurer manage our 
accounts and tax responsibilities. Also the board and officer team has 
identified several areas of need to attempt to reduce costs, help increase 
membership services and value and hopefully minimize undue burdens 
on our leaders and volunteers. 
Managing membership services, optimizing our website, effectively 
producing and distributing member updates and newsletters and helping 
to support our volunteer leaders are all important areas of need that we 
hope to address in 2016. 
See You at the Meeting,

W
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he Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture's principal agency for 
providing conservation technical assistance to private 
landowners.

NRCS delivers conservation technical assistance through its 
voluntary Conservation Technical Assistance Program (CTA).  
CTA is available to any group or individual interested in 
conserving our natural resources and sustaining agricultural 
production in this country.

 The CTA program functions through a national network of 
locally-based, professional conservationists located in nearly 
every county of the United States.

What is Conservation Technical Assistance? Conservation 
technical assistance is the help NRCS and its partners 
provide to land users to address opportunities, concerns, and 
problems related to the use of natural resources and to help 
land users make sound natural resource management 
decisions on private, tribal, and other non-federal lands.

This assistance can help land users:

• Maintain and improve private lands and their 
management;

• Protect and improve water quality and quantity;

• Maintain and improve wildlife and fish habitat;

• Maintain and improve the aesthetic character of private 
land.

Want a Conservation Plan for Your Land?
by Ben Garcia, District Conservationist, USDA-NRCS

Although the CTA 
program does not 
include financial or 
cost-share assistance, 
clients may develop 
conservation plans, 
which may serve as a 
springboard for those 
interested in participating in USDA financial assistance programs. 
CTA planning can also serve as a door to financial assistance and 
easement conservation programs provided by other Federal, State, 
and local programs.

Who Needs Conservation Technical Assistance?

NRCS and its partners use the CTA program to provide technical 
assistance to farmers, ranchers, and others interested in conserving 
natural resources.

All owners, managers, and others who have a stake and interest in 
natural resource management are eligible to receive technical 
assistance from NRCS. To receive technical assistance, the 
individual may contact their local NRCS office or the local 
conservation district. 

The working relationships that landowners and communities have 
with their local NRCS staff are unique. One-on-one help through 
flexible, voluntary programs occurs every day in local NRCS offices 
across the country. It is the way NRCS does business, and it works. 
To obtain conservation technical assistance, contact your local 
NRCS office, in Washington County contact Ben Garcia District 
conservationist, 2305 Becker Drive Suite C and 979-830-7123.

T

Before stocking any species of fish, submitting a water sample to the A&M soils, water, and forage 
testing lab is necessary. Submitting a water sample can be done by following the sample submission 
directions at http://soiltesting.tamu.edu/. A routine analysis of the water will tell if there is any water 
quality issues and if a pond is suitable for restocking and sustaining sportfish. If tests results indicate 
the water is acceptable for fish, restocking desired sportfish will be the next step. To determine if your 
water test results are suitable for fish, please see EWF-017 Understanding Water Quality Reports for 
Your Pond at http://fisheries.tamu.edu/pond-management/water-quality/. 
The proper stocking ratio is 10 prey fish (typically sunfish) for every predatory fish. Prey fish tend to be 
smaller species in the sunfish family and include bluegill, redear sunfish, warmouth, and less often 
longear sunfish, redbreast sunfish, or pumpkinseed (never green sunfish). Other prey species that are also 
sometimes stocked for specific situations such as growing trophy-sized largemouth bass, include threadfin 
shad and tilapia, but these species are not recommended for most smaller (> 1 acre) recreational ponds or 
ponds that will not be intensively managed.  

Stocking Strategies for Sportfish Ponds (>1 acre)
http://wild-wonderings.blogspot.com/2015/12/stocking-strategies-for-sportfish-ponds.html

Continued on page 7

http://soiltesting.tamu.edu/
http://soiltesting.tamu.edu/
http://fisheries.tamu.edu/pond-management/water-quality/
http://fisheries.tamu.edu/pond-management/water-quality/
http://wild-wonderings.blogspot.com/2015/12/stocking-strategies-for-sportfish-ponds.html
http://wild-wonderings.blogspot.com/2015/12/stocking-strategies-for-sportfish-ponds.html
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Washington County Wildlife Society 2015 Deer Report

 big thank you goes out to all of the society members who spent time recording their incidental sightings for deer in Washington 
County.  The 2015 data set shows that co-op members identified and recorded a total of 7,476 deer resulting in 931 bucks, 5,196 does, 
and 1,350 fawns (Figure 1 Co-op herd composition). This calculates to 1 buck per 5.59 does and a county average of a 22% fawn 
survival rate. The 22% fawn survival rate is down 22% from last year’s high of 48% fawn survival rate. Figure 2 illustrates that the fawn 
survival rate declined this year. The decline is likely due to the flooding experienced in portions of the county when fawns were on the 
ground.  Post Oak and Sun Oil reported the highest fawn crops of 35%. See Figure 3.

I want to say a special thanks to the members who sent in daytime sightings, this valuable data can reflect the overall health of the herd 
and assist in making recommendations to benefit the deer population within the county.

Keep up the good work and feel free to call if you have any questions.

Stephanie Damron
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
(979) 277-6297
Stephanie.damron@tpwd.texas.gov

A

The WCWS Board of Directors would like to thank Jim Dickson, director of Sun Oil WMA, for all of 
his hard work serving on the board these last several years.  Replacing Jim as the new director in 
2016 will be Boo Christensen, welcome aboard!

We would also like to thank Janet Barnett for her volunteer commitment to designing and providing 
the society’s newsletter these last two years.  Thanks Janet!

If you would like to help out by donating your time and/or in-kind services please contact any of your 
directors or board members.

mailto:Stephanie.damron@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Stephanie.damron@tpwd.texas.gov
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ollinators like bees, birds, bats, and other insects are necessary  
for farmers, ranchers, and the entire planet to help produce a 
percentage of the world’s food supply and for reproduction 
purposes. Three-fourths of the world’s 
flowering plants and about 35 percent of the 
world’s food crops depend on pollinators to 
reproduce. There are over 3,500 species of 
native bees that help increase crop yields. 
Scientists estimate that one out of every 
three bites of food we eat is available 
because of animal pollinators. Over the past 
few decades there has been a significant 
loss of pollinator habitat from the 
environment. Declining pollinator populations 
across the country can cause significant 
problems to the environment.
Animal pollinators in today’s time are dealing 
with habitat loss, disease, parasites, and 
environmental contaminants that have all contributed to the decline 
of many species of pollinators. Pollinators visit flowers in their 
search for food such as nectar. When a pollinator brushes against 
the flower’s reproductive parts, it deposits pollen from a different 
flower. The plant then uses the pollen to produce a fruit or seed. 
Many plants need the pollen and cannot reproduce without the 
transfer.

Conservation efforts and practices that are used in larger scale 
operations can be adapted for use around your home. These 
practices help the environment and can make your piece of property  
have more favorable conditions towards the fauna and the 
surrounding environment. Whether you have a large ranch, a 
country yard, or a twenty square foot city lot, you can help protect 
the environment and the pollinators. There are a few simple things 
you can do to help promote pollinator habitat.

One idea to consider is hanging flower pots or baskets on your 
porch or patio to encourage species to come over. It is encouraged 
to use native species that are adapted to your location to withstand 
extremes in weather conditions and thrive around the house. 
Exotics can be used during the year and can be aesthetically 
pleasing to the eye and new to the pollinators.
Another consideration would be to have a garden in place 
throughout the growing season. In this scenario it would be ideal to 
have plant species blooming throughout the entire growing season. 
Planting species that bloom at different stages will allow more 
availability for the pollinators. There are several species of plants 
that bloom at early, mid, and late stages that you can choose from. 
Again, it is wise to use native species in your garden.

Pollinator Awareness
by Ben Garcia, District Conservationist, USDA-NRCS

Diversity in your collection of plants is very important to 
consider. Creating a monoculture of a certain plant can 
decrease the wildlife species that can potentially come and 

visit the site. The more diversity you 
implement the better it will be for pollinators. 
It can create an abundance of pollen and 
nectar that will allow the pollinators to persist 
in your area.
The last thing you should attempt to minimize 
is the use of herbicides, pesticides, or any 
chemical control. People use chemical 
treatments to control the plants that are not 
desired by cattle or other livestock. By doing 
this practice, it causes a significant reduction 
in the plants that the pollinators need. It is 
important to be cautious when using 
chemicals for plant control. 
Contact your local Natural Resource 

Conservation Service (NRCS) office in Brenham, Texas for 
help in conservation planning and any questions you may 
have regarding conservation efforts.

P



  NEWSLETTER! WINTER 2016

7

There must be a predator in the pond or the 
sunfish can overpopulate, consume all the 
available food, stunt, starve, and there will rarely 
be any harvestable-sized bluegill to catch. 
Typical predatory fish in ponds include 
largemouth bass blue catfish, or channel catfish. 
Largemouth bass are typically not recommended 
for ponds smaller than 1 acre, because intense 
management is required in small ponds to 
prevent them from overpopulating. Newer 
species that have gained a foothold for stocking 
as sportfish in ponds are hybrid striped bass and 
chain pickerel. Hybrid striped bass is typically the most viable 
option, and can be supplement-ed to the normal largemouth 
bass or catfish population at 10-12 per acre. These are 
considered bonus fish that grow fast, get big, fight extremely 
hard, and are great table fare, but they are sterile and do not 
reproduce, so they will need to be restocked as they are 
removed or die-off. 
The recommended stocking rate 
is 500 sunfish per acre and 50 
bass per acre. The sunfish can 
be 500 bluegill or 400 bluegill and 
100 redear sunfish. Stocking 
redear is recommended because 
it provides another species to 
catch, they get larger than 
bluegill, and the pond actually 
ends up with more fish per acre 
than bluegill alone, because they do not directly compete for 
food resources. Bluegill feed predominantly on insects their 
entire life while redear feed primarily on snails and mollusks. 
Redear sunfish can be stocked as the only species in a pond, 
but if so, do not stock bass. The reproductive rate of redear is 
much lower than that for bluegill, so alone they 
are not good forage to support a bass 
population. Instead of bass, stock catfish at lower 
rates as the predatory species. The option of 
stocking bluegill as the only species in the pond 
is not recommended due to overpopulation 
issues. With any sportfish stocking, 5 to 15 lbs/
acre of fathead minnows  should be stocked prior 
to stocking the sportfish as an easy to capture 
forage for the fish population to become 
established. 
There is also a specific stocking order. Stock 5-15 lbs of fathead 
minnows per acre in the spring or early summer and allow them 
to reproduce and fill the pond during the summer. Stock the 
sunfish (bluegill and redear) in late summer or fall, but do not 
stock bass (or catfish) until late spring or early summer the 

following year. If the sunfish (typically  
1-3") are stocked along with bass 
(typically 3-5"), the population the 
following spring ends up with starving 
bass and no sunfish because the 
bass eat the sunfish that were 
stocked. By stocking the sunfish 
before the bass they have time to 
grow and sexually mature, so by the 
time bass are stocked the following 
spring or summer, the bass will feed 
on their numerous offspring, not the 

initial sunfish that are now broodstock. 
The quickest way to produce good fishing is to stock for all 
surface acres of the pond, but that may become cost prohibitive 
if the pond is many acres. By stocking only a few acres but 
sticking to the 10:1 ratio, the fish will eventually multiply to fill 
the pond. This is a cheaper method, but it may take a year or 

two (or three) longer before the population density 
can be achieved that would normally be found in a 
pond where fish were stocked at recommended rates 
for each surface acre initially. If cost is an issue, as 
little as 100 sunfish and 10 bass per acre can be 
stocked, but this will take a long time to produce 
good fishing if the pond is larger than an acre or two. 
Stocking at the recommended rates per acre (500 
sunfish and 50 bass) will produce fairly good fishing 
in around 3-4 years. After 4 years, many of the 
originally stocked bass will be 16-17" in length and 

weigh 2.25 to 3 lbs,  bluegill should be 7-9" and weigh a half 
pound or more, redear should be 9-12" and weigh 0.75 pounds 
or more, and there should be copious amounts of offspring in 
each subsequent year class filling out the smaller sizes. 

For more information, please visit the 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Aquaculture, Fisheries, and Pond 
Management website at http://
fisheries.tamu.edu/ or download one 
of the pond management apps at   
http://fisheries.tamu.edu/mobile-
apps/. 

Dr. Todd Sink, Aquaculture and Fisheries Extension Specialist - 
Texas A&M Agrilife Extension Service Wildlife and Fisheries 
Extension Unit
Meagan Hooker, Fisheries Extension Communications Intern - 
Texas A&M Agrilife Extension Service Wildlife and Fisheries 
Extension Unit

Largemouth Bass

Channel Catfish

Hybrid Striped Bass

Stocking Strategies (cont. from page 3)
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http://fisheries.tamu.edu/mobile-apps/


  NEWSLETTER! WIN TER 2016

AMERICAN ROBIN (Turdus migratorius)

merican Robins are among the most familiar birds in North America, particularly in the eastern part where they are often seen on 
lawns in yards and parks in spring and summer as they forage for earthworms. In fall and winter when many populations move 
southward or to lower elevations, their diet shifts from soft invertebrates to berries and small fruits. Flocks of hungry robins check berry  
bushes frequently, monitoring the status of the fruit.
American Robins are present all year in Texas. Migrants from further north augment the 
breeding population to a status of common to abundant from early November to late 
March. Robins breed in Texas from early March to August, based on young in the nest 
from March 28 to August .
American Robins breed in Texas from near sea level to about 8000 ft. They are found in 
forests, thickets in prairies, agricultural areas such as orchards and pastures with 
woodland fringes and frequently around human habitations from farm houses to city parks. 
Female American Robins often place their nests in shrub and tree crotches or on 
horizontal limbs. Females constructs nests using grass and plant stalks, reinforced with 
dried mud. On the fine grass lining of the nests female robins usually lay 3-4 (range 2-5) 
smooth, blue-green, unmarked eggs. Females incubate the eggs for 12-14 days. Young 
robins leave the nest 9-16 days after hatching and remain with their parents within 500 ft of 
the nest for at least 3 weeks. During this time the female may build another nest and lay a 
new clutch. When she begins incubating, the male continues attending the young. Pairs 
normally raise 2 or even 3 broods per season.

Washington County Wildlife Society 
1305 E. Blue Bell Rd., Brenham, Texas 77833 
Telephone 979-277-6212  Fax 979-277-6223 
www.wcwildlife.org

A

http://txtbba.tamu.edu/species-accounts/american-robin/
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