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1305 E. Blue Bell Rd., Brenham, Texas  77833
Telephone 979-277-6212    Fax 979-277-6223     www.wcwildlife.org

It’s Baby Season!
By Rebecca McKeever, Lone Star Wildlife Rescue

If you find a baby bird, ask yourself these questions, in order to prevent 

‘kidnapping’ a healthy baby bird:
“Does it have full feathers?”

“Is it only flying a few feet, or low to the ground?”

“Are the parents around?”

If the answer to these questions is ‘Yes,’ and the bird is not injured, it is likely a 
fledgling, and does not require help.
If the bird is without feathers, place the bird back in the nest if possible, or 
place it in a hanging basket in the same area.

Watch for the parents to come back, many do!

It is a myth that adult birds and mammals will smell a human on the baby, 
and reject it. Most birds have a very poor sense of smell, and want their 
babies back regardless.

If given the chance, mammals will also take their babies back. Do not 
kidnap a fawn! The doe will leave her baby sometimes all day long in 
what she think is a safe place. Wait until dark. If the doe hasn’t returned, 
call us!

If the parents do not come back, bring the baby inside, keep the animal warm, 
contained, and away from loud noises, 
children, pets, and air 
conditioning.

Do not feed the animal food, 
water, or milk. Feeding and 
watering an animal 
incorrectly can cause more 
harm than good.

Save the Date!
October 13, 2012. 

 4th annual Water Conference
presented by the

Lone Star Water Forum. 
 Washington County Fairgrounds and Pavilion.

  More information coming soon!

Rebecca is the founder and director of Lone Star Wildlife 
Rescue, a 501(c)3 non-profit group that rehabilitates orphaned, 
injured or ill wildlife in Bellville and surrounding counties.  For 
more information, visit www.LoneStarWildlife.org or call 979 
865-0763 if you need assistance with wildlife.

http://www.wcwildlife.org
http://www.wcwildlife.org
http://www.LoneStarWildlife.org
http://www.LoneStarWildlife.org
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Spring has arrived, and there is 
a lot of wildlife activity  around our 
place. Among the most active, 
some of our bluebird neighbors 
communicate clearly  where it’s 
alright – and not alright – for us 
to park our cars. We’re still 
learning the extent that wildlife 
we foster makes demands once 
they’re established. It’s a learning experience that I enjoy immensely.

Our Society pursues many goals. We always hope that our efforts 
reflect your preferences, and invite your comments about that. One of 
our goals is to work with Washington on the Brazos State Park. This 
park, unique in Texas, has invited us to guide visitors on walks 
through the grounds. Please read article at the bottom of Page 4, and 
call if you can help us this year.

Led each year by Stephanie Damron, deer census counts are made 
around Washington County. This year the counts will be conducted a 
little differently, and we’re looking for help with this important task. 
Please read Stephanie’s article about this, and call if you have 
interest.

Please help with our spring cleanup along FM 1948 or FM 1155, and 
see the article at the top of Page 3 in this issue describing it.

We still ask for your help to volunteer with us at New Years Creek 
(Vice-Director), Sun Oil Field (Director and Vice-Director), and Post 
Oak (Vice-Director). Please contact me if you would like to discuss a 
position.

Always feel free to contact Secretary Gael Burke or myself if you 
have questions about anything. We also welcome your suggestions 
and requests.
 
We look forward to seeing you again.

Brian Burke,  gaelbrian@hotmail.com

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS

ADDRESS CHANGES: For address changes, or to be added or 
removed from our mailing list, please contact Gael Burke, (979) 
836-5258, gullywiatt@gmail.com.  
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Each year our State of Texas has spring 
cleaning.  Fellow Texans volunteer to pick up 
trash and recyclable materials from public 
areas statewide. The state focuses particularly on this 
endeavor and calls it the annual ‘Trash Off’ event. This year it 
is scheduled for April 14th.

Two years ago Washington County Wildlife Society committed 
to clean litter from sections of FM 1948 and FM 1155.  Our 
next cleanup fulfills our original commitment to the Texas 
Department of Transportation for cleaning these roads. 

Adopt-A-Highway 2012
By Brian Burke, Society President

April 14th is sometimes a busy day for me 
when I’m relishing numbers (like 1040) which 
have little to do with public roads. I suspect it 

can be a busy day for others, too. So, instead of enjoying the 
outdoors together on April 14th, we are going to clean FM 1948 on 
Saturday, April 21st and clean FM 1155 on Saturday, April 28th.

Please contact Richard Thames about joining us at FM 1948 or 
Brian Burke about FM 1155. Our contact information is at the left 
column on page 2. We could really use your help, and it has 
actually been fun for those who participated.

BROWN-HEADED COWBIRD:  Pest or Unique Species?
By Stephanie Damron, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Have you ever seen a cardinal feeding a small brown bird?  
If you have, you likely saw it feeding a brown-headed cowbird.  
The young cowbird was not willingly adopted by the cardinal, its 
eggs were laid in the cardinal nest and then the young cardinal 
eggs were removed by the mother cowbird.  The cardinal 
unknowingly incubated the eggs and raised the cowbird young.  
This happens to tens of millions of 
unsuspecting songbirds each year.

Throughout North America songbird 
numbers are declining. While there is no 
one single reason for these declines, one 
major contributing factor is the spread of the 
brown-headed cowbird. These brown birds 
which are about 8 inches long were once 
limited to grasslands in the United States 
where they followed the herds of buffalo, 
feeding on the insects stirred up by the 
movement of herds as they moved from 
place to place. Buffalo herds were constantly on the move and 
they did not allow the cowbirds which were dependent on them 
to kick up food to develop a normal nesting territory as other 
birds.  As a result, they developed the unique ability to lay their 
eggs in other birds nests (parasitize) while they kept up with the 
roving buffalo herds.  Today, there are no roving buffalo herds, 
but there are stationary livestock herds everywhere and this 
highly adaptive bird has found a “gold mine” and has spread 
throughout North America. This is a problem because of the 
reproductive strategies the species employs. The cowbird is 
what is referred to as a brood parasite. This means the female 
lays her eggs in the nests of other birds, abandoning them to 
the care of foster parents. The foster birds unknowingly raise 

the cowbird chick to the detriment of their own young. Because the 
female cowbird can lay as many as 70 eggs per season, 
susceptible species such as cardinals and other songbirds can be 
severely impacted in areas with high cowbird numbers.  Some 
species of birds are able to resist parasitism by cowbirds, but many  
are not. Those that are resistant tend to be the birds that evolved 

with cowbirds in the Great Plains. Cowbirds have 
been known to successfully parasitize more than 
225 species of birds in the United States.

Those birds that have not evolved with cowbirds 
tend to be birds that are found in tree-covered, 
forested areas. The most common to be 
parasitized are small woodland songbirds. What 
is important to understand is that these 
parasitized nests are not unsuccessful nests just 
because no baby songbirds have been raised. 
They are successful nests. The problem is they 
are producing the wrong “product”. They are 
producing baby cowbirds, not baby songbirds. 

Therefore, trapping of cowbirds to reduce their numbers becomes 
an important option to consider if we are to prevent some declines 
in songbird populations.  Trapping of cowbirds locally is done by the 
Texas Organization of Wildlife Management Associations in 
cooperation with the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department.  The traps 
are checked daily to make sure any non-target species of bird (any 
bird that is not a cowbird) can be quickly released. Female cow-
birds are removed and humanely killed by cervical dislocation. 
Some of the males are banded and released to help learn more 
about cowbird movements.  Any questions concerning this process 
should be directed to Stephanie Damron at (979) 277-6297.
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Beware of Bambi!
By Andrea Webb, Pineywoods Regulatory Biologist, reprinted from Pineywoods Post

Colorful road-side ditches and afternoon thunderstorms are 
sure signs that spring is in full swing. With the dog days of 
summer fast approaching, it is also the time of year when many of 
our East Texas resident wildlife species, notably the white-tailed 
deer, begin to give birth to their young. A concurrent rise in 
people’s outdoor activities can result in a proportional increase in 
the volume of reports of newly born white-tailed deer fawns. As a 
Texas Parks and Wildlife biologist, I regularly receive phone calls 
from concerned citizens throughout the county who had “the best 
of intentions” when they come across an “abandoned” fawn and 
picked it up thinking it was sure to perish without human 
intervention. Usually, the calls come too late after the fawn has not 
had the proper feedings and is close to dying, or is unable to be 
put back where it was originally found. 

White-tailed deer breed in October and November, and then 
approximately 200 days later, the offspring will be born. The fawns 
are born with cryptic-pattern white spots and are virtually odorless. 
These two features enable the fawn to survive the first few weeks 
of its life. Its natural defense is being able to lie completely 

motionless for hours. The doe, whose odor and size would 
naturally attract predators, purposefully leaves her fawn(s) 
unattended for hours at a time while she finds food for herself, 
and in an attempt to keep from attracting predators to her 
otherwise defenseless offspring. It is during this “away-time” 
that most people, innocently enough, happen across a fawn in a 
field or in the woods. It is when well-meaning folks mistakenly 
assume the deer has been abandoned and pick it up, that the 
natural method of parental care for the fawn is irreparably 
interrupted. If left alone, the fawn would surely have been 
reunited with its mother. Unfortunately, the damage can rarely, if 
ever, be undone.

By the time I get the phone call about what to do with a 
“rescued” fawn, it is generally too late to simply place the fawn 
back where it was found. This time period is limited to a couple 
of hours, at most. Thus begins the process of trying to find a 
licensed wildlife rehabilitator. This has proven to be increasingly  
difficult, as there has been a significant decline over the last 
several years in the number of licensed wildlife rehabilitators 
willing to spend their own money and time caring for injured 
and/or truly orphaned wildlife. Because it is illegal to pick up a 
fawn, much less keep one, a licensed wildlife rehabilitator must 
be contacted to take the now orphaned animal. Once a licensed 
wildlife rehabilitator is found, the fawn must be handraised and 
bottle fed until it is old enough to eat solid foods. Because the 
fawn will not be raised in the wild by its mother, the fawn will not 
learn critical survival behaviors, and its ability to survive is 
diminished. In these situations, the “best of intentions” has 
actually resulted in an injustice to the doe AND the fawn, that 
started by someone simply picking up a fawn. The only time a 
fawn should ever be picked up, is if the doe is found dead in the 
immediate vicinity. If you come across a fawn under this specific  
circumstance, or any other injured animal, I encourage you to 
please contact the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department or your 
local game warden.

Stephanie Damron with Texas Parks and Wildlife needs our assistance to complete 13 spotlight census routes during August and 
September this year. We will drive two spotlight routes in each WMA except for Sandtown, which will have one. The census data 
collected is extremely valuable for evaluating our county deer population trends. Interested volunteers will be trained in advance so 
the spotlight routes can be completed without Stephanie during August and September. There will be a training session during June, 
and all volunteers interested are asked to attend. Stephanie will provide all equipment, including spotlights, pickup spotlight bench, 
maps and data sheets. The volunteers will set dates and provide a pickup for each census route. Your assistance for this 2012 
spotlight season is greatly appreciated. Please contact Stephanie Damron at 979-277-6297 to ask questions or to be put on the 
training list. Thank you!

2012 Washington County Deer Spotlight Census
By Brian Burke, Society President
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Food plots can be an important supplement for wildlife.  
Food plots are planted in the spring (April-May) and the fall 
(September-October).  Warm season plots benefit wildlife by 
providing forage during the late summer/early fall stress 
period when natural food is usually low. They provide 
nourishment to bucks during antler development and aid in 
fawn survival by providing forage for fawns and lactating 
does.  Cool season plots are important for the January-
February stress period before spring green-up.  They provide 
nourishment for pregnant does 
and help get bucks back into good 
body condition after the rut.

General Recommendations: 
Always soil test before planting.  
Plots will need to be fertilized 
correctly to realize the full benefit. 
Different plots should be used for 
warm season and cool season 
food plots.  Over-seed existing 
bermuda grass and native 
pastures with clover.

Fencing: Food plots should be fenced from cattle.  The 
bottom wire should be at least eighteen inches from the 
ground and the top two wires should be at least twelve inches 
apart.  In high deer/hog density areas you have to plant larger 
plots and/or fence them from the deer/hogs.  

Time to Think About Spring Food Plots for Deer
By Robert Lehmann, Society Vice President

Size:  A general recommendation is 
one to five percent of your acreage. 
Smaller well-distributed plots are 
recommended over one large plot. 
(Three five-acre plots spread over an 
area is better than one fifteen-acre 
plot).

Location:  Best located near cover in 
good soils.

Shape: Long narrow plots are better 
than wide ones.

Plant Species:

Cool season:
Deer: clovers/medics, oats, elbon rye, wheat, Austrian winter peas, 
alfalfa

Birds: those mentioned above, vetch

Warm season:
Deer: iron-clay peas, Chinese red or other cowpeas, Lab-Lab, soy 
beans

Birds: millet (several varieties), sunflower, sesame, sorghum, 
chufa

Cool and warm season mixes are available that benefit both deer 
and birds. 

IMPORTANT:  Food plots are not a cure all.  You still need to practice sound habitat and population management.
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Habitips
April

• Monitor grazing program to 
provide nesting cover and plant 
diversity.

• Continue controlling feral hogs 
through hunting or trapping.

• Clean and store prescribed 
burning equipment.

• Develop a checklist of birds you 
see in various habitats.

• Clean your hummingbird 
feeders every three to four 
days.

• Continue to trap brown-headed 
cowbirds.

• Protection of roost sites is 
essential in areas with limited 
numbers of large roost trees. Turkeys like a lot of open space 
adjacent to roost sites for foraging.

• March, April and May are prime wildflower blooming.
May

• Leave some unharvested winter crops next to edges of field.
• Monitor grazing program to provide nesting cover and plant 

diversity.
• Prepare ground and plant summer food plots.
• Clean your hummingbird feeders every three to four days.
• Monitor wildlife food plots. High-protein foods in May and 

June are critical to good antler growth.
• Continue controlling feral hogs through hunting or trapping.
• Cowbird trapping season ends May 31. Report all trapping 

data to TPWD.
• After dispersal of wintering flocks, juniper and mid-story 

hardwoods should be thinned adjacent to roost sites when 
they become too dense to provide for open space from the 
ground to tree branches where turkeys roost.

• Begin fire ant control as daytime temperatures reach 85 
degrees.

June
• Monitor grazing program to provide nesting cover and plant 

diversity.
• Continue to control feral hogs through hunting or trapping.
• Leave some unharvested winter crops next to edges of field.
• Before mowing, walk through hay meadows in order to 

reduce wildlife mortality, and consider leaving unmowed 
strips.

• Do not mow wildflowers until the seedpods have matured. 
Mowing at the proper time will ensure reseeding for a good 
crop for following years.

• Make sure summer wildlife water sources are operable.
• Clean your hummingbird feeders every three to four days.

$20.00 PER  YEAR!
By Doodle Johnston, Director of Sandtown

Have any of your friends 
asked you, “what does that 
sign on your gate mean”???  
What is Washington County 
Wildlife Society?
This is not an easy question to 
answer.  We are not just some 
social club that we pay dues to 
so we can meet 4 times a year 
and have a meal.  Our 
objectives and goals are many 
and far reaching.  Our main 
goal is to serve our members 
and aid them in property 

enhancement for the betterment 
of wildlife.  By co-opting our lands, we increase the acres of 
land that help that enhancement.  We also strive to educate 
our youth so the future generation can continue our goals.
There are many resources that work hand and hand with us.  
Some of these organization are:  Texas AgriLife, Texas 
Parks and Wildlife, Washington County Appraisal District, 
U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Services, Texas 
Wildlife Association, our local Association of Prescribed 
Burn Alliance of Texas (pbatexas.org), water conservation 
firms and our local Game Warden.
If you need any help with your personal projects, you can 
call any board member and we will get you in contact with a 
resource person that will help you with wildlife projects, 
property tax laws and exemptions, water and pond projects, 
hogs, food plots, seeds, feed and many other helpful items.  
Other aids include our newsletter that I personally think is 
the best of any in Texas and our website that is also one of 
the best of any.
We support youth activities such as LANDS (Learning 
Across New Dimensions in Science) the Texas Wildlife 
Association Jr. High class and field day courses.  We 
sponsor youth attendance in the Texas Brigades Wildlife 
Leadership Camps, 4-H and youth hunter education 
courses.  We also provide college scholarships for youth 
that are planning to study wildlife and agri-engineering.
All the above is just a short synopsis of our organization’s 
participation.  We are completely volunteer driven with no 
one drawing a salary.
I hope this article will help you to explain and understand 
what WCWS stands for.  Is it worth $20.00 a year?  Let us 
know!!
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Help Guide Tours at Washington-on-the-Brazos State Park
By Becky Barton, Post Oak Member

There has been interest shown in beginning a joint birding program at Washington-on-the-Brazos State Park between the park and 
our Wildlife Society. I have been a volunteer at the park for about 18 months. People come to the Information Center asking for a white 
board to record birds they saw on that particular day. I also see guests with binoculars who come to check out the birds. The park is 
listed on the Texas Prairies and Pineywoods Wildlife Trail map as a birding site. Having grown up watching birds in the area, I know 
that many birds love the Brazos river bottom.  On one February weekend, I counted at least 17 different birds at the farm and near the 
Visitor’s Center. There are always more at the river and pond.  Beside the usual cardinals, titmice, crows, sparrows, bluebirds and 
wood-peckers, I saw hawks, a hermit thrush, and dark eyed juncos. Buntings and orioles pass through as they migrate.

Washington on the Brazos State Park is a historical landmark. Its priority is on teaching Texas history and the importance the town of 
Washington played in making Texas a republic.  Unlike most Texas parks, there is no charge to visit the park.  There is a $5.00 charge 
to visit the Star Museum, the Barrington Living History Farm or to tour Independence Hall with an interpreter. A multi-site ticket is 
$9.00. Students are $3.00 and $6.00 respectively.  Anything we do at the park must be approved by the park superintendent Bill Irwin 
with whom I spoke last week.

Mr. Irwin suggested that we have 1 or 2 guided birding trips in the fall and spring. These tours will be led by a Wildlife Society 
volunteer. The tour would be provided with a ticket purchased to any one site or a multi pass ticket. These tours would be added to the 
schedule of events held at the park on Saturdays throughout the year which are advertised by the Washington County Chamber of 
Commerce and the park newsletter.    
 
I am looking for volunteers to lead a birding tour. In addition to the tours, I would like to see a white board put up at the park so anyone 
coming to the park could check on what birds have been seen that day and add any birds they might see.  I would welcome any 
suggestions any of you might have regarding birding at the park. 

For more information, contact Becky Barton  at email: bckybarton@yahoo.com.

ROCKY CREEK:  The Rocky  Creek WMA held its spring meeting on Friday, March 23, 2012 at the Rocky  Creek VFD building on 
Longpoint Road.  There were 26 in attendance.   We had a “pot luck” meal with drinks provided by  RCWMA and I would like to thank 
those that attended and so graciously shared their food with others.

The program was about water wells and subsurface water resources presented by John Ebert of Harvey’s Water Wells, Inc. and one 
of his associates, engineer Brent Fields.  Those of you who weren’t there missed out on an interesting presentation.

GREENVINE:  The Spring meeting is scheduled for Friday, April 13 beginning at 6:00 p.m. at the Green Door.  Jacob Hetzel, Wildlife 
Damage Management Biologist with the Texas Wildlife Services will speak on “What to do when good wildlife goes bad.”   A spaghetti 
dinner will be provided.  

SUN OIL:  Friday, April 20 there will be a meeting for Sun Oil members at Weiss’ Store at 6:00 p.m.  Scott Shaffer will explain how  to 
capture rainfall and use it as a water source for wildlife, livestock and people. 

POST OAK & NEW YEARS CREEK: Post Oak and New  Years Creek WMAs will hold their Spring meeting on Friday, April 27 at 6:00 
p.m. at Washington-on-the-Brazos State Park.  Speaker will be Michael Murphrey with Texas Forest Service discussing invasive 
species. Free Will Donation dinner. Bring desserts to share.

SANDTOWN & MT. VERNON:  A joint meeting for Sandtown and Mt. Vernon members will be held on Friday, April 27 at 6:00 p.m. at 
Burton Fire Department.  The topic will be Food Plots for Wildlife presented by Robert Lehmann.  A lasagna meal will be served.  
Bring desserts to share.

WMA NEWS
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Nestwatchers Have a Front Row Seat for Important Science
www.nestwatch.org

If you know the whereabouts of a nesting bird this spring—a 
bluebird in a nest box or a robin’s nest underneath your eaves—
you’ve got a front-row seat to nature’s most heart-warming spring 
show: baby birds hatching, growing bigger day by day, and 
eventually launching into flight for the first time.

And, you have a golden opportunity to be part of one of the 
biggest, most important science projects ever conducted about 
birds.

It’s called NestWatch, and it’s a national effort to track trends in 
the nesting success of hundreds of species of birds. This spring, 
more than 4,000 NestWatchers will report on more than 6,000 
nests in all 48 contiguous U.S. states, plus Alaska. Their reports 
will add to nesting records that have been collected by the Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology dating back to the 1960’s—more than 400,000 
nest records in all for more than 500 species.

All of these data add up to a powerful monitoring mechanism for 
evaluating the health of North America’s nesting bird populations.

“People-powered citizen-science projects like this, where 
thousands of pairs of eyeballs are collecting data on an immense 
scale, give scientists the best tool for measuring the impacts of 
environmental change and land-use on breeding birds,” says 
Jason Martin, NestWatch project leader at the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology. 

“Take climate change, for instance. Scientists need massive data 
sets in order to investigate the potential impacts that altered 
climatic patterns may have on breeding birds ,” Martin says.

As it turns out, citizen-scientists have detected just such an 
impact. Warmer springs dating back three decades appear to 
coincide with Tree Swallows nesting as much as nine days 
earlier. Such a trend is troubling if swallows arrive back north 
and begin nesting earlier than the insect hatches that feed 
swallow parents and their nestlings. 

Northern Cardinals and American Robins are two of the most-
watched species monitored in NestWatch, as well as popular 
nest-box species such as Eastern Bluebirds, Tree Swallows, 
and Black-capped Chickadees. 

If you’d like to join NestWatch, it’s as easy as logging on to 
www.nestwatch.org. But first, you’ll have to read some training 
materials on the NestWatch website about proper conduct for 
observing nesting birds without disturbing them, and you’ll take 
a short quiz to get certified.

Then, once you have a nest identified, you’ll be asked to visit 
your nest every 3-4 days, reporting online what you see during 
each visit, when the first eggs are laid, total number of eggs 
and young, and when the hatchlings fledge.

Your data, and observations from thousands of other 
NestWatchers, will be saved online for you to look at anytime—
proof that you are part of the biggest breeding bird science 
project of all time.  

NestWatch is a nest-monitoring project developed by the 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology in collaboration with the 
Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center, and funded by the 
National Science Foundation.

Texas Bluebird Society recommends the addition of white or light-colored paint 
and/or a set of HeatShields, to weathered nestboxes, unless they are shaded 
from late afternoon sun. 2011 heat studies conclusively revealed that as a 
nestboxes darkens with age, the interior temperatures jump dramatically.

Discarded political signs with a white back side can be recycled as HeatShields. 
With a pen knife, trim rectangles identical in size to the top, sides, and back of 
the weathered nestbox. Affix to nestbox with screws using tubing to create one-
half inch (approximately) of air space. The air flow cools the nestbox.

Weathered Nestboxes Need Protection from Heat
www.texasbluebirdsociety.org

White, shielded, with 5/8” vent is the best combo to 
beat the Texas heat according to recent tests.

http://www.texasbluebirdsociety.org
http://www.nestwatch.org
http://www.nestwatch.org
http://www.nestwatch.org
http://www.nestwatch.org
http://nationalzoo.si.edu/ConservationAndScience/MigratoryBirds/
http://nationalzoo.si.edu/ConservationAndScience/MigratoryBirds/
http://www.nsf.gov/
http://www.nsf.gov/
http://www.texasbluebirdsociety.org
http://www.texasbluebirdsociety.org
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Muddy water is often a problem in Texas farm ponds because it inhibits the growth of natural fish foods and is not aesthetically 
pleasing. In addition, the reduced visibility in muddy ponds limits the ability of sight-feeding predators, such as large mouth bass, to 
feed on forage populations effectively.
The first step in clearing ponds is to inspect the watershed and shoreline for signs of erosion. Grass sod should be established on 
bare areas. Rocks or other rip-rap material should be placed on shorelines of larger ponds if eroded by wave action.
Many ponds become temporarily muddy following heavy rains, but clearing usually occurs in a few days. Abundant bullhead catfish 
and/or common carp populations may also cause muddy conditions and should be eliminated.
If heavy rainfall or undesirable fish are not causing muddy conditions, the cause is negatively charged clay particles. These particles 
repel each other and will not settle out. The addition of positively charged particles causes coagulation and precipitation of clay 
particles.
Compounds recommended for clearing ponds include agricultural limestone, alum (aluminum sulfate) hydrated limestone and gypsum 
(calcium sulfate). The compound utilized should be determined by its cost, availability and effectiveness.
Ponds in East Texas require special consideration because of their typically low pH and total alkalinity. Water samples should be 
analyzed to determine the need for agricultural limestone applications. The addition of this compound often clears East Texas ponds.
Ponds in other areas of the state usually can be cleared with gypsum. However, tests should be run on each muddy pond to 
determine the type and amount of compound to use because conditions very greatly.
These tests can be run by obtaining several 1-gallon samples of pond water in glass jars. One of the gallon samples should be set 
aside as a control for comparison. A second gallon jug is needed to prepare a slurry for each compound tested. At least three other 
samples should be treated at various rates to determine the rate and type of compound that provides the most satisfactory results.
Gypsum
Mix 2 level tablespoons (use a standard measuring spoon) of gypsum in 1 gallon of clear water. Stir until gypsum is in a slurry.

Number of tablespoons slurry added to 1 gallon pond water samplesNumber of tablespoons slurry added to 1 gallon pond water samplesNumber of tablespoons slurry added to 1 gallon pond water samplesNumber of tablespoons slurry added to 1 gallon pond water samplesNumber of tablespoons slurry added to 1 gallon pond water samplesNumber of tablespoons slurry added to 1 gallon pond water samplesNumber of tablespoons slurry added to 1 gallon pond water samplesNumber of tablespoons slurry added to 1 gallon pond water samplesNumber of tablespoons slurry added to 1 gallon pond water samplesNumber of tablespoons slurry added to 1 gallon pond water samplesNumber of tablespoons slurry added to 1 gallon pond water samplesNumber of tablespoons slurry added to 1 gallon pond water samples

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Corresponding rate of gypsum to apply to pond if sample clears in 12 hours (lbs/acre-foot)Corresponding rate of gypsum to apply to pond if sample clears in 12 hours (lbs/acre-foot)Corresponding rate of gypsum to apply to pond if sample clears in 12 hours (lbs/acre-foot)Corresponding rate of gypsum to apply to pond if sample clears in 12 hours (lbs/acre-foot)Corresponding rate of gypsum to apply to pond if sample clears in 12 hours (lbs/acre-foot)Corresponding rate of gypsum to apply to pond if sample clears in 12 hours (lbs/acre-foot)Corresponding rate of gypsum to apply to pond if sample clears in 12 hours (lbs/acre-foot)Corresponding rate of gypsum to apply to pond if sample clears in 12 hours (lbs/acre-foot)Corresponding rate of gypsum to apply to pond if sample clears in 12 hours (lbs/acre-foot)Corresponding rate of gypsum to apply to pond if sample clears in 12 hours (lbs/acre-foot)Corresponding rate of gypsum to apply to pond if sample clears in 12 hours (lbs/acre-foot)Corresponding rate of gypsum to apply to pond if sample clears in 12 hours (lbs/acre-foot)

80 160 240 320 400 480 560 640 720 800 880 960

Alum
Mix 1 level tablespoon (use a standard measuring spoon) of alum in 1 gallon of clear water. Stir until alum is in a slurry. The lowest 
concentration that will precipitate the colloidal clay in 12 hours should be used to treat the pond. Remember to add hydrated lime as 
indicated if alum is used for treatments. Be sure to consider the economics between gypsum and alum/hydrated lime.

Number of tablespoons slurry 
added to 1 gallon pond water 

sample

Rate of alum to apply to pond 
if sample clears in 12 hrs (lbs/

acre-ft)

For East Texas ponds*, also 
add hydrated lime at the rate 

of (lbs/acre-ft)

For other ponds, also add 
hydrated lime at the rate of 

(lbs/acre-ft)

1 30 13 0

2 60 26 0

3 90 39 13

4 120 52 17

*First submit water sample to determine the need for agricultural limestone applications for East Texas ponds.

CLEARING MUDDY PONDS
By Don Steinbach and Billy Higginbotham
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River Otter (Lutra canadensis)
The River Otter is a long, slender "weasel" with glossy, dark brown fur. It has webbed feet, a short neck and legs, and a very 
streamlined body adapted for life in the water.  Otters are superb swimmers and divers and can remain underwater for several 
minutes.  Although they prefer living near the water, they can also travel over long distances on land from one body of water to 
another. Their short legs and long, slender physique makes their movements on land seem awkward, but they are graceful and nimble 
in the water.  River Otters seem to be very playful animals. 
They especially enjoy making slides on a steep, clayey bank 
and then sliding down them into the water on their bellies, 
face first with their front legs folded back.  Otters wander a 
great deal through their habitats. Because of this, they are 
scarce in most localities. They are usually shy, inconspicuous 
creatures that are rarely seen even though they are active 
throughout the year.

River Otters prefer to live near bodies of water such as lakes, 
large rivers, and streams. Along the Texas Gulf Coast region, 
otters also live in marshes, bayous, and brackish inlets.

Although the River Otter is currently found in the eastern half 
of the state, it was probably once distributed throughout the 
Panhandle, north-central, and southern Texas.

Washington County Wildlife Society 
1305 E. Blue Bell Rd., Brenham, Texas 77833 
Telephone 979-277-6212  Fax 979-277-6223 
www.wcwildlife.org

http://www.wcwildlife.org
http://www.wcwildlife.org

