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             Friday,  August 22, 2014 

Washington County Fairgrounds Events Center 
Social will begin at 6:00 pm with catfish, chicken tenders and all the trimmings 

served at 7:00 pm. 

- - - -Free Will Donation Dinner- - - - 
  

RSVP at the AgriLife Extention Office.  Raffle tickets available the  week of July 21st…
979-277-6212   (Proceeds benefit our youth scholarships and activities) 

 

A dessert table will be available if you would like to bring your favorite dessert to share. 
 

OUR PROGRAM THIS YEAR  

Washington County Wildlife Society Reflects . . . . . .                           
20 Years of History!                                                                                          

WASHINGTON COUNTY AND WILDLIFE COWASHINGTON COUNTY AND WILDLIFE COWASHINGTON COUNTY AND WILDLIFE CO---OPS OPS OPS """The BeginningThe BeginningThe Beginning"""                                                                                                                                                   
Prepared by Robert Lehmann 

 

Back in the early 1990’s declining deer numbers caused concern among Washington County          
landowners. This concern inspired a group from the Greenvine area to join together and discuss 
the future of the county’s deer population. After several meetings at 
the Greenvine Store the Greenvine Wildlife Co-op was formed. At 
the same time in other parts of the county, concern was also  
growing and a petition to close the deer season was being           
circulated.  
 

In response to the concern the Greenvine Co-op leadership other 
local landowners arranged a meeting with TPWD District  
  Biologist Bob  Carroll, local Wildlife 

Tech Robert Lehmann and Game    
 Warden Willis Blackwell.   

                                                                
After lengthy discussions between the landowners and TPWD representatives 

it was decided that the people of the county would need to join together and 
work together to preserve, protect  and  improve wildlife habitat in the county. 

        (Continued on Page 4—Washington County and Wildlife Co-ops "The Beginning") 

 
 

 

1305 E. Blue Bell Rd., Brenham, Texas 77833 
Telephone 979-277-6212  Fax 979-277-6223 

www.wcwildlife.org 
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WCWS CONTACT INFO: 
OFFICERS for 2014: 

Cindy Lyles, Society President, (979), 251-4720,  
 cindylyles27@gmail.com 

Dr. Bill Eikenhorst, Society Vice Pres., (979-830-3814)                   
vetdocbill@hotmail.com 

Devin Holum, Society Treasurer, (281)807-0679,  
 bismark98@yahoo.com 

Monterey White, Society Secretary, (979) 836-3418,  
 whiteoakfarm@gmail.com   

                                                                                                                 
WMA DIRECTORS for 2014: 
Greenvine WMA 
Gary Lee, Director, (713) 208-5970, glee2614@comcast.net 
Adam Seilheimer, Vice-Director, (979) 830-3960, 

texastrophyscapes@yahoo.com 

Sun Oil Field WMA 
Ward McDonald, Director, (979) 836-0823 
Jim Dickson, Vice-Director, (713) 817-1482 

Rocky Creek WMA 
Jon Knapp, Director, (979) 289-5533, 

jknapp@pachouston.com 
Vice-Director– William Anelang, (979) 337-4283 

Post Oak WMA 
Devin Holum, Director, (281) 807-o679, 

bismark98@yahoo.com 
Bill Deaton, Vice-Director, (936) 878-9000,  
 williamdeaton8181@gmail.com 

Sandtown WMA 
Tom Drummond, Director, (979) 278-3811, 

thomrd@aol.com 
Brick Peele, Vice-Director, (979) 278-3778,  
 brickpeele@yahoo.com 

Mt. Vernon WMA                                                                                         
Director—OPEN 
Vice-Director– OPEN 

New Years Creek WMA 
George Bishop, Director, (713) 305-5510, 

george.bishop@sbcglobal.net 
Monterey White, Vice-Director, (979) 836-3418, 

whiteoakfarm@gmail.com  

RESOURCE CONTACTS: 
Stephanie M Damron, TPWD Natural Resource Specialist II,      

Washington & Waller Counties (979) 277-6297,  
 stephanie.damron@tpwd.texas.gov  

Kara J. Matheney, Texas AgriLife Extension Agent-Agriculture/Natural 
Resources, (979) 277-6212, kjmatheney@ag.tamu.edu 

Ben Garcia, NRCS District Conservationist, (979) 830-7123 ext. 3,               
ben.garcia@tx.usda.gov 

Willy Dillworth, Washington Co., Appraisal District,                      
 (979) 277-3740, wdilworth@brenhamk-12.net                                                    
Richard Thames, WCWS Membership Committee, (979) 278-3053 
 rbthames@industryinet.com                                                           
Janet Barnett, WCWS Newsletter Editor, 979-830-8350,                   
 barnett-p@sbcglobal.net 

Eddie Hines, WC Game Warden, (979) 412-3140,  

  eddie.hines@tpwd.state.tx.us 

    
A Message from our President:  

 

I hope that you’re having a nice summer so far.  It’s been a 
little crazy in my world as I plan a trip for 18 youth and 
adults to travel to Charleston, South Carolina and then rest 
one week and turn around to take 9 youth and adults to 
Austin, Texas for Zion Lutheran’s Mission Trips.  So if I 
seem a little occupied or absent minded – I am.  I have to 
tell you all that this is my passion to work with youth and 
help those in need – wherever I am sent. 
 
I would like to Say Thank You to Lindsey Franklin for all the 
work that she has done for the Washington County Wildlife 
Society.  She did an outstanding job and we will miss her 
greatly.  And I would also like to give a Big Thank you to 
Richard and Ann Thames for the outstanding job they have 
done on the Newsletter that we all have received in the 
past.  It was an awesome newsletter but they have retired 
from that position and we welcome Janet Barnett.  Janet 
has already gotten in the swing of things and has done a 
remarkable job of filling Richard and Ann’s shoes .  Thank 
you so much to you all for what you have done and what 
you are now going to do. 
 

I hope to get to see everyone at our August 22 Summer 
meeting.  Come around 6:00 PM that evening to the   
Washington County Events Center (1305 E. Blue Bell 
Road, Brenham)  We’ll visit with each other, eat a meal 
together (Chicken and Fish catered by Mantey’s) enjoy in 
our Presentation of Past, Present and Future and discuss 
where we see us in 5,10, 15 years from today. 
 

We will also have a raffle.  We have several items but 
would like many more.  If you or if you know someone who 
would like to donate an item – please let me or Stephanie 
know.  I have 3 guns, a guided fishing trip, a year of fitness 
and tent.  So please if you can help – that would be      
awesome.  I would like to see the tickets printed the week 
of July 21

st
.   

 

Please, if you have any questions or concerns – do not 
hesitate to contact me and I will try to get an answer for 
you or send you to someone who might. 
 

Blessings to you all,                                                             

Cindy Lyles    

RENEW your Wildlife Society     

Membership at the AgriLife            

Office, at the annual Meeting in 

August, or NOW online at 

www.wcwildlife.org 

mailto:cindylyles27@gmail.com
mailto:bismark98@yahoo.com
mailto:whiteoakfarm@gmail.com
mailto:glee2614@comcast.net
mailto:texastrophyscapes@yahoo.com
mailto:jknapp@pachouston.com
mailto:bismark98@yahoo.com
mailto:williamdeaton8181@gmail.com
mailto:thomrd@aol.com
mailto:brickpeel@yahoo.com
mailto:george.bishop@sbcglobal.net
mailto:whiteoakfarm@gmail.com
mailto:stephanie.damron@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:ben.garcia@tx.usda.gov
mailto:debbiew@brenhamk-12.net
mailto:eddie.hines@tpwd.state.tx.us
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We are quickly approaching the time to log deer 
sightings.  This activity is very important           
especially if you use census as a practice for 
your 1-d-1 wildlife valuation.   
 
Incidental observations of white-tailed deer are 
used to determine herd composition (percent of 
Bucks, Does, and Fawns in the herd) and is often 
viewed as the most  valuable data collected on a 
deer herd.  A good sample of incidental            
observations can reflect the overall health and 
growth of the herd.   
 
Observations can be made at any time during 
daylight hours with the early morning and late 
evening being the most productive.                         
Observations can start July 15 and be recorded 
through October 1.   
 
Observations are made by identifying (not  
guessing) the type of deer observed.  White-tail 
deer should be identified as bucks, does, or 
fawns.  If possible, bucks should be broken down 
according to antler points.  If it is not possible to 
count the points, list in the Bucks (other) column 
on the observation form.  A pair of binoculars will 
be required to make positive identification.  
 
These observations can be made during routine           
activities within your location, but making a     
special effort to collect this data will be more             
productive.  If the same group of deer is seen on 

different occasions they should be recorded each 
time they are seen as this will not affect the ratio.  
But if a group of deer are  observed and only part 
of the group can be identified then none of the 
group should be recorded.  Be careful as to     
indicate within which co-op area the observations 
are recorded, ranch names or road names are 
not needed.  Co-op boundaries can be found at:       
                                                                                                                
http://wcwildlife.org/WC_Wildlife/Home.html       
or you can contact Stephanie Damron for              
assistance. 
 
The logging form enclosed in this newsletter can 
be folded and taped for mailing and returned to 
Stephanie Damron, Texas Parks & Wildlife            
Department, for analysis.  Any questions              
concerning this process should be directed to 
Stephanie at (979) 277-6297.  Additional forms 
may be obtained at the TPWD office located at 
1305 East Blue Bell Road.   
 
Again, this an important activity for anyone with  
1-d-1 wildlife exemption and you are encouraged 
to participate. 

INCIDENTAL DEER OBSERVATIONS 
Prepared by Stephanie Damron 

Texas Parks and Wildlife 

Photo: eNature.com Photo: eNature.com 

javascript:history.back()
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WASHINGTON COUNTY AND WILDLIFE CO-OPS “The Beginning” 
                                               Prepared by Robert Lehmann 

(Continued from page 1) 
                                                                                                                                                                    
Soon after a county-wide landowner group called the Washington County Wildlife Management and 
Conservation Society was formed. The Society’s first chairman was Bill Thane; vice chairman, Gene 
Eckert and secretary, Terry Shirley.  The Society’s first order of business was to agree on a mission 
statement and the group setup objectives to promote correct wildlife management  practices.                                                             
 
The Society members were asked to go out and encourage their neighbors to join together in          
community wildlife groups called co-ops. A total of 7 co-ops were formed across the county. The        
Society would serve as the administrative parent to all county co-ops. It was agreed upon the TPWD 
Biologist would provide the assistance on wildlife habitat improvement, and the TPWD Game Warden 
would enforce game laws and the County Extension Office would coordinate educational seminars and 
related field days.  
 
The process of forming and running the Society was simplified because of a very good working         
relationship between the Society membership the County Extension Agent and The Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department. There were many lessons learned in the past 20 years and the upcoming August 
meeting will reflect on the past but will be a valuable insight into the future. 
                                 Be sure to mark your calendar and we hope to see you there.  

TEXAS BIG GAME AWARDS HOLDS                  
SUCCESSFUL SPORTSMAN’S                         
CELEBRATION IN BRENHAM                                                                   

Prepared by Justin Dreibelbis 
Hunting Heritage Program Director 

 

The Texas Big Game Awards (TBGA) held their      
Region 5,6,7 Sportsman’s Celebration on June 28th at 
the Fireman’s Training Center in Brenham.  The event 
saw over 450 hunters and landowners from the 
Pineywoods, Post Oak Savannah and Coastal      
Prairies regions of Texas make their way to        
Washington County to celebrate the strong outdoor 
heritage that Texans hold so dear.   
 
 “The Brenham community is the perfect place to hold 
an event like this because the people around here 
understand the value of hunting and the importance 
of wildlife habitat management, said Justin Dreibelbis, 
Director of Hunting Heritage Programs for the Texas 
Wildlife Association. This year’s event had even    
higher attendance and energy than last year and we 
are excited about future work in Washington County.” 
 
TBGA is a partnership between Texas Wildlife        
Association and Texas Parks and Wildlife that began 
in 1991.  The purpose of the program is to promote 
awareness about wildlife management and the role 
that ethical hunting plays in habitat conservation, and 
to foster cooperation among stakeholders who ensure 
that our state's wildlife habitat is conserved forever.  
The program awards and recognizes those             

individuals who harvest quality big game animals in 
Texas, the land managers who manage the habitat 
that supports these animals, the importance of our 
hunting heritage, and the achievement of young and 
first-time hunters. 
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
         

For more information on TBGA visit our website at 
www.TexasBigGameAwards.org or call at                              

(210) 236-9761. 
Justin Dreibelbis                                                                                                                                                               

Hunting Heritage Program Director 
Texas Wildlife Association                                                     

3660 Thousand Oaks Drive, Suite 126 
San Antonio, TX 78247 |                                                             

Office: 512.551.3004   

TBGA Limited Edition Art by 
Mike Childress 

TBGA                   
Sportsman’s   
Celebration  

Photo by 
Studio Bennett 

http://www.TexasBigGameAwards.org
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Beginning in 2012, landowners have been able to use 
managed bee hives on their property to qualify for       
agricultural valuation on their property taxes within      
certain guidelines.  The bee hives do not need to belong 
to the landowner. 
 
According to an Agrilife Extension article, the Tax Code 
Section 23.51(2) was amended to include in the            
definition of agricultural use as “the use of land to raise or 
keep bees for pollination or for the production of  human 
food or other tangible products having a commercial    
value, provided that the land used is not less than five or 
more than 20 acres.” (http://agrilife.org/tcch/2012/04/13/
beekeeping qualifies-as-an-agricultural-use-enterprise/) 
 
While the Texas Legislature approved the general outline 
to make this agriculture valuation possible, it did NOT 
specify all of the requirements.  These final specifics are 
to be determined by the local taxing district, often at the 
county level.  Therefore, while the law is in effect, in    
reality, each county in Texas can have their own       
guidelines and requirements. 
 
The wording of the final document approved is vague and 
open to interpretation.  While I have done some  research 
on the bill, I will say that I am NOT an expert on the    
subject and what follows is MY understanding of how the 
law works MOST of the time. 
 
The land requirement is between five and 20 acres.  The 
sticky part comes in if you have a home on the property.  
If you have five acres and have a home on the land, does 
the taxing agency take an acre for the homestead?  If so, 
then you only have four acres and no longer qualify. 
 
If you have 23 acres, you can still receive an agricultural 
valuation on 20 acres.  You would NOT be able to         
receive a valuation on the remaining three acres unless 
they qualified under a different form of Ag use. 
 
You must have an Ag use history for five of the previous 
7 years before you qualify to receive the special             
valuation.  What this means is, even if you have the     
required number of hives in place on Feb. 1 of a                 
particular year, if you have no history of Ag use, you will 
not receive a valuation for that year, nor the next, nor the 
next until you have proved at least five years history.  
You will receive the valuation the sixth year.  However, 
the bee hives must be present for each of those five 
years to meet the qualification. 
 
A gathering of bee hives in a particular location is termed 
an "apiary".  The state of Texas defines an apiary as six 
or more hives.  Therefore, most taxing agencies have the 
minimum number of hives required as six.  In other 
words, six hives for five acres. 
 
Most agencies require a minimum of 12 hives for 20 
acres.  How the number of hives is prorated from six 
hives on five acres to 12 hives on 20 acres is determined 
by each specific taxing agency. 
 

Some districts require that you have the specified number 
of hives in place the first year and every subsequent year 
after that in order to qualify.  Other districts allow you to 
build your business so that, if you need a total of 12 
hives, you can start with three the first year and build the 
numbers so that you reach 12 hives by the fifth year. 
 
The thing that catches some folks is that, if you are   
starting a new Ag valuation (you have no history of an Ag 
valuation), some agencies allow you to "grow" your            
business as stated in the previous paragraph.  However, 
if you currently have an Ag valuation (say, for cattle or 
hay) and want to change it to bees, you MUST have the 
required number of hives in place the first year.  You are 
not "growing" a business in this case.  You are         
transferring to a different business and it must be in full 
production the first year. 
 
As you can see, a lot of the specifics are determined by 
the local entity.  While I can give you some general 
guidelines, you MUST check with YOUR taxing agency to 
get specifics.  Please understand that these taxing           
agencies had this dumped in their laps unexpectedly and 
really had no idea how to proceed.  They implemented 
the guidelines as they understood them. 
 
The gentleman that wrote the bill is Dennis Herbert.  He 
is willing to answer questions, but remember, he doesn't 
know what the regulations are in YOUR district.  Please 
don't contact him for specifics about YOUR case.   
 

His contact information is: 
Dennis Herbert 

Conservation One 
Wildlife and Land Management Services, Inc. 

PO Box 781 
Salado, TX 76571-0781 

254-947-8604 Office 
 

In conclusion, remember that what I have shared with you 
is MY understanding and local experience of how the  
exemptions work.  That doesn't make it correct in YOUR 
area.  Your best course of action is to contact your taxing 
agency and get the specifics for your area from them. 

NEW BEE VALUATION  
Prepared By Michael Kelling  

http://www.picsearch.com/imageDetail.cgi?id=PEjoHgemkDBBnTP50BNXGYgXDmUNPHbH2G9zQxG1DMo&start=1&q=Honey%20bees%20and%20comb
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CONGRATULATIONS 
BRENHAM HIGH SCHOOL 
SCHOLARSHIP  WINNER! 

 
Daryk Ganske received the 

Washington County     
Wildlife Scholarship for 

2014.   Daryk is pictured with 
Cindy Lyles who presented 
the scholarship to Daryk at                                  

Brenham High School. 
 

 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
BURTON HIGH SCHOOL  

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS!  

Pictured Left to right:         

Edgar Morse Lewis III       

who received the                      

Honest to Goodness  

Growers Scholarship, 

Brazos Supak, Cindy Lyles 

holding Sandy Supak and 

Tristan Lane Eckermann 

who received the                 

Washington County            

Wildlife Scholarship.             



 7 

NEWSLETTER                                                                                                                 SUMMER 2014 

WASHINGTON COUNTY WILDLIFE  SOCIETY 
HAS A NEW WEBSITE! 
Prepared by Gene Bishop 

        Yes, it looks much the same, but the                    
Washington County Wildlife Society website that you 
see when you go to www.wcwildlife.org is all new and 
has features--many invisible to viewers--that will 
greatly improve communications and operations in 
our society. A key feature is how membership              
information is handled. In the past, all of your member 
information--name, address, phone number, email 
address, when dues were paid, etc.--was loaded 
manually into an Excel spreadsheet by a  volunteer in 
the society or by someone in the AgriLife office.   
                           
        If your address or phone number needed            
updating, someone had to go into the spreadsheet to 
do it. This manual approach worked reasonably well 
until our membership base grew to several  hundred 
members. At that point, handling all the  information 
became a difficult task, and errors could creep in if, 
for example, dues payments were not entered  
properly or on time. The WCWS Board of Directors 
realized that we needed a change and  decided that 
we should implement member management software 
to handle not only all of our member data but to             
provide more timely communications on items such 
as when membership renewal is due, when events 
are happening, etc. 
                                                                                  

 Accordingly, we have rebuilt our website using    
membership management software from Wild Apricot. 
It does all of the things that we needed--online      
handling of new member applications, automated 
email notices regarding membership renewals,             
automated handling of online dues payments, easy 
email communications to the WMA's or to the whole 
society, etc.--plus one other great  feature: it is           
interactive for members, meaning that you can login 
on the website using your email address and a           
password to not only  manage your own member    
information but to see society information that is  
available to members only.  For example, we will soon 
be posting minutes of the Board of Directors meetings 
in the members only area. 
 
         So what do you need to do to take advantage of 
this great new website? 
 
         Just go to www.wcwildlife.org, click on LOGIN in 
the upper right corner, enter your email address, and 
then click on FORGOT PASSWORD to get a new 
password assigned. If you do not have an email      
address but still want to use the member only                   
features of the website, please contact us and we can 
assign you a pseudo email address to allow you to 
get access. We hope you like the new website and 
the features it offers--let us know what you think! 

 
 

A BIG THANK YOU to Gene Bishop for all his work and commitment to our new website! 
Gene is the Chair for the Website Committee and a member of the Greenvine WMA. 

Lone Star Water Forum 
October 4, 2014 

 

6th Annual Lone Star Water Forum 
$$ Impact of Drought—What is Water Worth? 

Saturday, October 4, 2014 
8:30 am—3:00 pm 

Washington Co. Fairgrounds Event Center 
Brenham, TX   

Net proceeds to further BISD Outdoor Education Program. 

THANK YOU!         
Our sincere THANKS to  retiring Newsletter               

Editors Richard and Ann Thames. Thank you for 
your many hours and commitment as editors of 

our  WCWS Newsletter.  AWESOME JOB! ! 

THANK 

YOU!   
    

THANK 
YOU! 

http://www.wcwildlife.org/
http://www.wcwildlife.org/
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Washington County Wildlife Society 
1305 E. Blue Bell Rd., Brenham, Texas 77833 

Telephone 979-277-6212  Fax 979-277-6223 

www.wcwildlife.org 

Redear Sunfish (Lepomis microlophus) 
Illustration © TPWD 
Other Names:Shellcracker, Georgia Bream, Cherry Gill, Sunny, Sun Perch 
Lepomis, the generic name, is Greek and means "scaled gill cover."    
                                                                                                                  
The species epithet microlophus is Greek for "small nape." The redear is a 
deep-bodied sunfish with a relatively small mouth. Color ranges from dark 
olive green above to almost white on the belly. The sides are usually yellow 
to green. The spinous dorsal fin, which is anterior to the soft dorsal fin, is 
normally equipped with 10 spines, although 9 or 11 spines are   sometimes observed, and it is broadly       
connected to the soft dorsal fin. The anal fin has three spines. The species' most distinct characteristic is the 
red edge on the opercle ("ear") flap of the male (orange on the female). The opercle flap is never greatly  
elongated as it is in species such as the redbreast sunfish (Lepomis auritus) or the longear sunfish               
(L. megalotis). 
 Redear sunfish often utilize snails as a major food item, hence the common name "shellcracker." 
However, insect larvae and cladocerans may also be found in their diet. The species is usually found near the 
bottom in warm water with little current and abundant aquatic vegetation. Redears normally reach sexua    
maturity by the end of their second year. They spawn during the warm months of late spring and early      
summer, and in deeper water than most other sunfish, congregating in spawning "beds." Nests are            
saucer-shaped depressions in gravel or silt, and are sometimes so close they almost touch. There are usually 
one or two peaks of activity during spawning season. Few individuals survive more than six summers. 
 Redear sunfish were originally found in the southeastern US from Texas north to a line even with 
southern Illinois and east to the Atlantic Ocean. As a result of introductions, the range has been expanded 
and now extends west into New Mexico and north into Michigan, Ohio and Pennsylvania. In Texas the       
species is native to the eastern two-thirds of the state from the Red River to the Rio Grande. It has been 
widely introduced throughout the state. 
 Unlike some other sunfish species, redears rarely approach the surface to take flies or other artificial 
top baits. They may, however, be readily captured using natural bait such as earthworms and grubs. Redear 
are often taken in early summer when they are concentrated on spawning beds. 

http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/fishboat/fish/images/inland_species/lredear.gif

